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"MA in Policy
Economics"

Study

not stated

August
2023

through
June2024

USA/Center
for

Development
Economics,

William
College

. Should have a bachelor's degree demonstrating
strong academic performance with economics as a

major or minor field of study.
o Must have several years of working experience.
o Proficiency in English both spoken and written.
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"Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) leaders Capacity

Development for the
Sendai Framework
Implementation"

Doctor Degree
'Study

2(l main
and I

altemative)

October
2023 -

September
2026
(three
years)

January
102023

Japan/JICA

. Personnel working at target organizations.
o Practical experience in DRR field especially

working at govemmental agencies.
o Should have educational background.
. Should have a competent command of spoken and

written English.
e Must be in good health.
. Age; 40 years for doctoral degree
. Must have 5 years ofwork experience.
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center for I)evelopment Economics, WILLIAMS COLLEGE
1065 Main Street, Willian.lstown, Massachusetts 01267 USA

Phone: 413 597-4(tt6
cde@williams.edu

http://cde.williams.edu

Octobcr 10,2022

INVITATION FOR APPLICATIONS rIshwori Prasad Aryal
Joint Secretary
International Economic cooperation and coordination Division
N4inistry of Finance
Katllnandu, Nepal

Dear Joint Secretary Aryal,
E

b
I am writing to yor"r to invite nominations for candidates to the M.A in policy Economics program atwillia,rs collegc fioni thc Government of Nepal. ih;;;G;n i, u rp..i^iir.o r.ri.r,s degree inccottort'tics tbr public sector officials from 

-developirg 
nuii;"; 

.we 
are cunently accepting applicationslb. thc next session, running from Augus tz023th.";ghl;; ,'zozq.

In the past 20 years williarns college has trained 11 Nepalese professionals, primarily frotn the NationalPlanning commission, the-It4inistry-of Fi,ance,.and the Nepal i.astra Bank, and we have three students
l"fi,i"ffi:;::',Tl[::1J:'l;#:'""1': rb.ward to trainrn!'more prc,ressionar econornists from your

PTT[).CONDI1'IONS FOR APPLICAN'I'S

The annual adtnissions process is highly conrpetitive with a maxipum o.f thirty places available each year

miffif:i.J#::,,*li:;##:::,J?i,,Jffi;;;ib;.,100,,.,",, h,;. bJ;";;itted Minimum

o A bachelor's degree clemonstrating str.ng ac^ademic performance with economics as the major ortninor field of st,dy' In most.u..I, ,r...ssf,l applican;;;;r. earned grades ranking in the top l0%of their university class' Many tu'jidut.', atreuay troiJ,n"r[.', u.gr..I-r.o,, iiJi. rror. counrries;
r several years of experience. working on economic development issues in the public sector. we valuethe responsibility a-hievecl by a .u,r?iao,. more than ,i,rirv^irr. ,u,ru.i oiyJ"., oi*o.t experience;o An effective command of spoken and written English. ToEFl^rcores of urost admitted candidates

6:,:iffiJ]:0PB'r/r00i,1', 
wirh a minirnum 

'"di;;; r.;;;r80iBr GoEFL) o.i (rslrs), or r05

o Evidence of very strong computer and quantitative skills. GRE 
_quantitative scores of adrnittedcandidares are usuaily ibove'155 (rrew icoring ,vr,.r.,j-oribi roro scoring system); and

o Evidence of the abiliry' maturity, and motivation to make a lasting contribution in one,s country.

Y



TIMELINE

The key steps in the application process and their timing are as follows:

Dcccrnltcr 1,2022: Application deadline. Visit website, http://cde.williams.edu , and complete the
application steps detailed in the section "Admission and Funding." Submit GRE and English proficiency
scores by l)cccnrbcr 15, ifavailable.

Early January 2023: In countries where the GRE is not widely available, selected candidates may be
invited to take a CDE test of quantitative skills. This test may be offered in up to 40 countries each year,
and is provided at no cost to applicants.

Mid to late January 2023: Selected candidates will be interviewed by Zoom or Skype.

February/lVlarch 2023: Thc CDE Admissions Committee (professors and staff) will meet to discuss
candiclatcs and make admissions seiections.

May to .lul1, 2023: Enrolling candidates will apply for US J-l visas with support from Williams College
slalf.

Augrrst 2023: Enrolling students willfly to the US and begin full-time study through early June2024

IiUNDING

After individuals are selected for adntission, Williams College will r.vork to arrange scholarship funding
based on demonstrated financial need. Once funding is finalized, Williams College will initiate the US
visa plocess fbr study.

We greatly appreciate your help in identifying those from youl country who can make best use of this
challenging opportuniry. We will be pieased if information about the MA in Policy Economics can be
shat'ecl r.i'tthin your instinrtion and among other appropriate public sector offices. Please find attached our
progranl brochure for additional information about the program.

-l'hank 
you vely much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

fr*r,.^--. / t*-**,--
Thomas S. Powers
Director

ccl
Office of the Prime Minister, Singhadurbar, Kathmandu, Nepal
Ministry of lrederal Affairs and General Administration, Singhadurbar, Kathrnandu, Nepal
Ministly of F'oreigu Affairs, Singhadurbar, Kathrnandu, Nepal
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I g. Lok Bahadur THApA
Joint Secretary
North East Asia Division (NEAD)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Government of Nepal
Singhdurbar, Kathmandu 9-o

Re:

JICA Nepal Officer
National Life lnsurance Builclingl
Lazimpatlr, Kathmandu, Nep.ral
Tel: 442503 6, 4425637. 4425638
Fax: 4425658
Email : np_oso_rep@jica. go.j p
Url.yr@.:h
Date: Nor,enrber / )- t ZIZZ
Ref No.: .llC:r1 15r1Pi 22- 6/,L

*s#
Cooperation Agoncy

rso

,go9o# frrq yy bAVe

We have the honor to bring this note to your kind information that Japan International Cooperation Agency(JICA) is offering Doctor Degree (PhD) course on "Disaster Risk ileduction (DRR) Leaders Capacity
Development for the Sendai Framework Implementation" (JFY 2U23) incollaboration with GRIpS and
International Center for Water Hazard and Risk Management (lclHARM)" Japan as a parr of tlrc oftlcial
DevelopmentAssistance of the Government of Japan.

Duration of course:, Doctor Degree: October 2023 to September 2026 (threeyears)
,

The objective of this program is capacity development of to-be-leaders of DRR who are expected to lead the
DR related activities for their country. Therefore, it is exclusively targets fbr officials working at central and
provincial government who are directly worked under DRR related a-gencies.

Since this is the collaborative program of JICA and the Univelsity, potential candidates urust apprly tSrouglr
necessary procedttres and meet with deadlines required by both tlie JICA as well as the Univerrity. fi.
necessary procedure and tentative schedule for the submission of application is mentioned in the General
Information (GI) attached herewith.

we take fufther honor to request you to asceftain whether the covernment of
with the criteria stipulated

Nepal rvould nonrinate hvo (2)
above irl'fr'ttiched

r )) 2

Dear Mr, THAPA,

suitable candidates one
G J competiti may be selected based on the lecluirentents
of the training course. JICA prornotes gender equality in capacity development initiative antl rvomen
candidates are encouraged tbr this program as well. So, please ensure that the norrrinatiou is clone
accordance with above mentioned criteria strictly.

Y.: y:rll highly appreciate, if you could kindly forward us one (l) copy of Entry Formar sheet duly
filled by the nominees not later than January l0,ZOZ3.

Sincerely yours,

@q wt
TANAKA Tomoko
Senior Representative
JICA Nepal Office

GE/

CC:
Mr. Ishwori Prasad ARYAL, Joint Secretary, IECCD, Ministry of Finance

r--Mr-Mrayan Prasad ARYAL, Joint Secretary, Administrative Refornr & HR planning Div., MoFAGA
Dr. Kiran RUPAKHETEE, Joint Secretary, Social Development Division, Education"& HR Section, NpC
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OVERVIEW INFORMATION ON

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Leaders capacity Development
for the sendai Frameworrt rmprementation lrvaoea!
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This information pertains to one of the Japan lntemational cooperation Agency (JlcA),s
Knowledge co-creation Program (Long-Term). This handout gives current information on theoverview of the program. lt may change depending on the situation and rnore precise
information will be provided in case of any changes. This program will be implemented as part
of .the official Development Assistance of the Govemment of Japan based on bilateral
agreement between both govemmenls.

Each country may have its own schedule andlorqualifications for the program. please contact
JICA office in your country if you have any questions.

{-ffi
Caeperetl n Agency

ln the context of the COVTD-1
changes will occur.

I pandemic, please note that there is a possibility that the any
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l. Overyiew
Background
Across the worrd, the number of disasters has increased in recent years, and inparticular, there was a remarkable inffease in economic damage. Disasters tend tooccur in hazardous areas repeatedry and have huge impact on rives, riverihood andlocal economy, especialy those in rower income brackets. consequenfly, disaster risk'reduction is regarded critical for sustainable economic growth.

The sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 was adopted at theThird UN worrd conference on Disaster Risk Reduction herd in March 2015, as aframework aiming to "substantially reduce disaster risk, and the loss of lives and
livelihoods". The Sendai Framework arigns the post 201s development agenda suchas suslainabre Deveropment Goars (SDGs) and paris Agreement. rn the sendai
Framework, seven global targets were agreed and each country has a primary
responsibility to imprement and monitor the Sendai Framework in accordance with the
Guiding Principles of that.

Japan is the one of the disaster-prone countries in lhe worrd and has a rong history tocoexist with natural hazards such as earthquakes, tsunamis, typhoons, floods and
landslides. Given this, experiences on disaster risk reduction against these hazards inJapan has generated unique "curture of disaster risk reduction,, and various DRR
knowledge and activities have been passed down through the generations since ord
times. Based on the accumuration of experience, Japan is we| known for the DRRleading country in the present day. During the formulation process of the sendai
Framework, Japan reiterated the importance of ,,lnvestment in Disaster Risk
Reduction", "Strengthening central Disaster Risk Reduction Administration,, and"Build Back Better" and these concepts were accepted in the framework.

Thus it will be the best opportunity to study and research on DRR fierd in Japan for
deepening the understanding of the sendai Framework and learning advanced DRR
knowledge and technologies



Objectives
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Leaders capacity Development for the sendai
Framework lmplementation (Fy2023) is a Master/Doctor Degree Scholarship
Program specially provided by the Japan lnternational cooperation Agency (JlcA) in
collaboration with Japan's top-ranked universities, which shall be implemented as part
of the Official Development Assistance of the Government of Japan.

This Program provides excellent study and research opportunity for to-be leaders of
DRR field to acquire highJevel competence comprehensively covering both academic
studies and practical knowledge.

The Program consists of a regular graduate program for study and research related to
DRR at a Japanese university and additional DRR programs.

3
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il. Course Outline
Title
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Leaders capacity Development for the sendai
Framework lmplementation (FY2023)

Duration and Academic Year
Master -Degree 2 years (October 2023 - September 2025)
Doctor Degree 3 years (October 2023 - September 2026)

3. Target Countries
Philippines, Vietnam, lndonesia, Fiji, India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, lran

4. Target Organization
Central/National DRR agency and DRR-related agencies

5. Target Personnel
(1) Essential Requirement

r' Personnel working at target organizations/ Practicat experience in DRR field especially working at gov/ Educational Background (at least Bachelor Degree)r' Linguistic skills required to take courses and reieive resea

Mongolia,

ernmental agencies

Enqlish (You must meet Enolish requiremenls des cribed in the ap lication
nce of ea versr

Nepal,

rch guidance in

.)r' Good health, both physically and mentally, to participate in the program in
Japan

/ Other requirements for application to each university such as GpA, etc.

(2) Recommendable Qualificationsr' Those who are expected to play a leading role in Disaster Risk Reduction in
the future

r' Those who have flexible adaptabirity and receptivity for study and research in
a foreign country

/ Age of under 35 years old for a master degree or 40 years old for a doctoral
degree

r' More than five (5) years of working experience in DRR

6. Number of perticlpants
Maximum 5 participants

7. Language to be used in this program
English

8, Overall Goal
Participants will be pro-Japan leaders on DRR field in their countries and
contribute to implementing the sendai Framework and playing a vital role in
leading the discussion on international level.

4

9. Program Purpose


