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Schweizerische E idgenossenscha fl
Conf6ddratron suisse

Conlederazione Svizzera

Conlederaziun svizra

Embassy ol Swltzerland ln NePal

Note no. 115 I 2O2A

The Embassy of Switzerland in Nepal presents its compliments to the Ministry of

Foreign Atfairs of the Government ol Nepal and has the honour to inlorm that the Swiss

Government Excellence Scholarships for Foreign Scholars for the Academic Year 2021'22

is open since 10 August 2020 and will be coordinated through the Embassy ol Switzerland

in Nepalfor eligible Nepalese citizens.

The Embassy ol Switzerland in Nepal requests the Ministry ol Foreign Atfairs ot

the Government of Nepal to provide the inlormation on the opening ol the call for Swiss

Government Excellence Scholarships lor Nepalese citizens to the Ministry of Education for

listing on the notice of Scholarships and to other related ol the Governmenl of Nepal

lnformation sheets with details on the Swiss Government Excellence Scholarships for the

Academic Year 2021-22is herewith enclosed'

The Embassy ol Switzerland in Nepal avails itsell of this opportunity to convey to

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Nepal the assurance of its highest

consideration.

Kathmandu, 02 September 2O2Q

Europe America Division

Ministry of Foreign Atfairs

Government of Nepal

Singhadurbar, Kathmandu

Ar-"f -
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MoPe(4 ,6 b



corona'virus pandemic The uncertainty surrounding the further deveropment of the corona pandemic remains high.
callfor scholarships The call fot-::!?lrrships of the Swiss confederation for the academic year 2021/22is addressedto ail countries regardr"t, oi the current corona pandemic situation.

Reservations 
::ffi*'fi5:iTlrr?:iil:ll be;warded subject to the rures in force at the start of the

whether or not a scholarship awarded in the future can actually be taken up depends, on theone hand' on the applicable-rrllr 
"iir.,. .;r;il;; ;r irigin iriu..,. s-;;; confederation and

il"',iffi11Tiil1; ".i.lg3,U*:Xj:fitf Ei,:; 3i'-n;.nn ,ii,,.i#,',1. p,ocedures,

Situation in Switzerland please refer to

The situation is constan being reassessed. lttly
Current information on the Swi ss

the webpage, which is continously updated:

time be
on

Berne, July 1 5, ZOZO
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0 Schweizcrische Ildgcnoerenxhalt
Conladtretion iuirse
Coolederrtlone 5vlttera
Conttdcraziun gvl:ta

Academic year:
Country:

Opening of the call:
Submlsslon deadline:

Federal Oepartment of Economic Affairs.
Education and Research EAER

Federal Commiseion lor Scholarships
for Forelgn Students FCS

5wig Conledeutlon

Swiss Government Excellence Scholarshlps

PhD Scholarships

r)

+

2021-2022
Nepal

10 August2020
30 November 2020

o I Swiss Govemment Excellence PhD Scholarships for foreign students

The Swiss Government via the Federal Commission for Scholarships for
Foreign Students FCS

To enable selected applicants to undertake a PhD at one of the 10 Swiss
cantonal universities, the two Swiss federal institutes of technology or the
Graduate lnstitute.

Universitv of Basel / Univgtglty of BgIq / University of Fribourq / University

of Geneva / Universitv. of Lausanne / University of !-ucerne / Universitv ot
Neu"chStel / University of St -Gallen / University of Zurich. / UniversitA della
Svizzera i!"gliana

Swiss Federal !natitutg of TFghngjqov l-flusanne$ef|
Swiss Federal lnstrtute of Technoloov Zurich (ETHZ)

Research lnstitutes p-f the ETH Domain (PSl: WSL:.EMPA: EAWAGI

Graduate lnstitute of lnternational and Development Studies (|HEID.-)

+ The scholarship is valid onlyforfull-time PhD studies in Switzerland. lt is
not valid for mixed PhD programmes (part time in Switzerland and part time
in another country).
"Cotutelle de these': PhD students with an ongoing or planned doctoral
project that is carried out within the framework of a formalized agreement

between two universilies ('cotutelle de thdse" cooperation between a Swiss

and a foreign university) and under the joint direction of two supervisors are

eligible lor a'12 month research fellowship only.

a

c) Highly qualified postgraduate students (possessing lhe required degrees)

from all academic fields.

12 months (starting in September) prolongable up to 36 months based on

the achieved academic results,

o

d

Scholarshi

Offered by

Objectives

trniuer$[tif,6

Federal institutes
of technology

V.r[itiitv

Duratiort

A@defiicY6or20'19-2020 . Ncpdl

o
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The scholarship amounts to a monthly payment of CHF 1,920.
For non-EU and non-EFTA grantees onty: ttre FCS pays mandatory swiss
health insurance.
There are no family allowances.
No fhancbl support for fieldwork or for conferences.
scholarship horders from non-EU and non-EFTA countries receive a flightallowance (lump sum) for a ticket back to their country or origin-lpiovided atthe end of the scholarshlp).
spectal cHF 300 housing ailowance (paid once at the beginning of thescholarship).
O ne-yea r half-fare p u b I ic tran s portation card,
support services and various trips, dinners and sightseeing tours organisedfor Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship holders. - I

Master's degree or equivabnt university degree achieved before 3r Jury2021 (degree certificate) recognised oy tne-swiss ,nir"rriiv. n. .'proor
the degree has to be submitted to the iederat Commission for
Scholarships before the start of the scholarship.

Applicant's date of birth after 31 December t9g5.

Applicants must provide a retter from an academic host professor (rncruding
her/his short cV) at the chosen swiss university confirming why shelhe iswilling to supervise and support the phD thesis. without ,J.r, .pilm.
s-upport letter, the application willbe rejected.
lf an assistant professor supporrs a candidature, a furt professor who isentithd to supervise the phD during the entire schorarship has to co-sign
the support letter.

Applicants must have a research proposarincruding a timeframe. This is

11,""ffi:fi:,;ce 
of the applicarion. The appticant must devote ail required,

Applicants must be in command of the necessary ranguage skils required
for the PhD studies/ research.

Applicants who have been in switzerrand since more than one year at thebeginning of the schorarship in september are not erigibre, nerereice
document if appricabre: reskjence permit to be adcted to the apprication
documents.

Applicants who have arready benefited from a swiss Government
Excellence schorarship are not erigbre to apply for a second schorarship.
scholarship horders are expected to move to dwitzerrand durinj it eir gr"ntperiod.

PLEASE NOTE:
The FCS apprication for a phD schorarship and the apprication for
admission by a Swiss Universlty for a pfrD sludy are iwo separate
procedures.
The admlssion to a phD study at your chosen swrss University is a conditio
sine qua non for a potentiarattribution of a FCS schorarship - out noguarantee though for a positive decislon by the Federal commission for
scholarships for Foreign students Fcs. rt is the appricant,s responsibirity to
manage both procedures in parallel.

Ac6dcdc ye6r 2O2l .2022 - N€pet
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There are two different ways to achieve a doctorate degree (aka PhD).
The first way consists in undertaking doctoral studles under the
supervleion of an acadomic mentor (supervisor). ln this case, the
admisslon to the PhD takes place after the scholarshlp start.

The second way consists in belng admitted to a doctoral school, which
provides the framework for lhe following doctoral studias. Please inquire
your admission directly at the corresponding school.

ln addition to all other application documents (including the support letter
from a supervisor), the admisslon letter from the doctoral school ls
required wlth the appllcatlon dossler. As this takes, time applicants must
plan accordlngly and submit their application for admission to the doctoral
school sufficiently in advance of the scholarship programme deadline.

lf the chosen doctoral school does nol allow you to contact a supervisor
before being admitled to the school, the application for the Swiss
Government Excellence Scholarship is not possible.

The following aspects and selection criteria are primarily considered:
The candUate; academic profile. research capacity and motivation.
The research project: originality and methodological soundness.
The academic context: quality and context of supervision and polential for
future academic cooperation.

4
$
rl

e i Opening of the call:
.r I Rpptication deadline:
* I eaginning of the scholarship:

The appllcatlon package can be obtained by e-mail from the Embassy of
Switzerland in Kathmandu,

Please submit 2 sets (=1 orlginal + 1 coPY) of application documents in
exact order given below: The 1rt set contains the odginal, slgned
documents plus the confidential letters of recommendation and, if
applicable the attested translations in English. The other set is the copy of
the 1tt set except for the confidential letters of recommendation (only 15t

set), No copies for 2ad set"

Signed FCS application form (typed and printed)with photo.

A full CV with list of academic publicatlons, awards etc.
A motivation letter (max. 2 pages).

A complete research proposal (max. 5 pages, signed), using axclusively
the FCS research proposalform.
A copy of the letter from an acadernic host professor (including her/his
short CV) at the chosen Swtss university confirming why she/he is willing to
supervise and support the PhD thesis.
Applicants for doctoral schools (doctoral programmes):

ln addition to all other appllcation documents (including the support letter
from a supervisor), the admission letter from the doctoral school is required
w'rth the application dossiers.
Two confidenlial letters of recommendation from two different professors in
the applicant's field (use excluslvely the FCS reference form - originals in

sealed envelopes only for the 1rt set)" No copies for 2nd set.

*

1)
2)

3)
4)

5)

Selection
criteria

Application
edure

Application
timeframe

Aodonic Y6ar2o21-m22 . NsPa,

6)

1 0 August 2020
30 November 2O2O

0l September2021



8)
e)

Photocopies o{ certificates and grade sheets from prevlously attended

universities/corr"g", ano-ipr"'"t *itn grades' starting with the most

recent. tf nor in engrirffiIi.h,llrrrn Jr German with attested certified

i;;il^; in English' Do not submit the-original certificates'

Signed medical cettifi;;; i"" 'tfy 
tn" FCS health certlficate form)"

Two copies of tne appll;;iil';$"'t (main pase with personal.data)'

Dualnetbnals aoo copiJ;i"ih p"""pott"' Appllcants already in

switzerland during tnJ"ppi".$rn'procedure add a copy of the residence

permit for Switzerland'

Please do not put the documents into plastlc folders or binders'
l}

t}

e

Questions and application documents' shouid to be submltted to the

;il;i;g address - if not mentioned otherwise below*;

EmbassY of Switzertand

P,O. Box no 113

Kathmandu
Nepai

kat,ScholarshiPs@eda. admin' ch

00977 I 5549225
https://www. eda.ad mh.ch/kathmandu

E-mail:
Tet:
Web:

Acadcmc yeil ZOI\.ZOZ2 . Nepat
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Swiss Con{ederati6n

Ilt::l o"o*ent of Economb Arf;airs,Education and Resear,h EAER

I#;r,:,fi tffi :loJl[sscho,arsh,es

Swiss Government Excellence Scholars hips

Postdoctora t Schola rsh ips
Academic year:
Gountry:

Opening of the call:
Submlssion deadtine:

2021-2022
Nepal

10 August2A2O
30 Novomber 2020

- 
I :::.r:fiXrnment 

Exceilence postdoctorat schotarships for foreign

G rad uate l nslitUl-e--of 
" 

l n t-e f neti q n a l AOd ! eve t orm e nt S tudies ( l H E t p}

ilQr.,e-rsitv ol Applied $ iencee W,gstqn Switzgrlpnd / Bern U_liversitv of
Apolied Sciences /

J 
rne s*iss Government via the Federar commission for schorarships forI Foreign Students FCS

I 
To enable selected applicants to undertake a postdoctoral research at

I 
o1e of the 10 swiss cantonat unirersitiai,'ir," *o swiss federar instftutes

I :1l".nL?,ogy, the pubtic reaching ana ,"r""rh inst*utes or the
I untversttes of applied sciences.

Universrtv of Baser/ Univqrsitv of Bern / universitv gf Fribourg / trniyergityefggnrut Urir"^ity 
"l Frer / Univers,y ofNeuchAtel / Universltv of Sl. Gallen I

Svlzzera ita.ti?jlg

I I
/ University of Applied Sciences and Arts of

Southern Switzerland / The ZUrcher Fachhochschule

U niversities-,glteacher education

The Scholarship is valid only for full-time postdoctoral research in

switzerland. lt is not uJia to, mixed research (parttime in $witzerland

;;;;;1'*e in anotheicountry)' rhis scholarship is not compatlble

with fialdtrlps outslde iwiEeriana' Therefore no possibitity and no

funding for fieldwork'

Acadonic Ycar ?021-2022 NePat
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Univerdities of
applied Sciences

Teaching and
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Target group Eit

.+

; Highly qualified postdoctoral researchers at the beginning of their
' academic career from all academic fields. No funding for sabbaficals,

12 months (starting in September); no prolongation possible.
Grant applications for stays tasting less than 9 months will not be treated
as a priority. Grant applications for stays lasting less than 6 months wiil
be rejected.

+
I

a
+
a

+

15
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The scholarship amounts to a monthly payment of CHF 3,500.
For non-EU and non-EFTA grantees onry; the FCS pays mandatory
Swiss health insurance,
There ara no family allowances,
No financial support for conferences.
scholarship holders from non-EU and non-EFTA countries receive a flight
allowance (lump sum) for a ticket back to their country of origin (provided
at the end of the scholarship).
speclal cHF 300 housing altowance (paid once at the beginnlng of the
scholarship).
One-year half-fare publ ic tra nsportat lon ca rd.
support services and various trips, dinners and slghtseeing tours
organised for swiss Government Excellence scholarship notoers.

PhD degree achieved after 31 December 2o1l and before 3i Juty
2021 (Pho degree cerrificate) recognised by the swiss university. As a
proof, the degree has to be submitted to the Federal commission for
Scholarships before the start of the scholarship,
Applicants who have been in switzerland since more than one year at the
beginnlng of the schorarship in september are not eligible. Reference
document if applicable: residence permit to be added to the application
documents.
Applicants must provide a retter from an academic host professor
{lncluding herihis short cV} at the chosen swiss university confirming
why she/he is wflIng to supervise and support the posrdoitorar research.
without such specific support letter, the application willbe rejected,
Not accepted as academic supervisors for postdoctoral schoiarshlp
appllcants are their former phD mentors and their co-directors ror itre
cotutelle PhD if the academic supervisor is at a swiss university.
Applicants must have a research proposal includ{ng a timeframe. This is
the centrepiece of the application. The applicant must devote all required
attention to it.
Applicants must be in command of the necessary language skills required
for the postdoctoral research.
Applhants who have already bensfited from a swiss Government
Excellence scholarship are not eligible to apply for a second scholarship.
schohrship holders are expected to move to switzerland during their
grant period.

' The following aspects and selecilon criteria are primarily considered:+ 
| lne candidats: academic profile, research capacity and motivaflon..* 
I Ihe research proiect: originarity and methodorogicarsoundness.o 
I fh" academlc context: quality and context of supervision and potentialfor
r future academic cooperation.

C}
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s

o

s

Duralion

Amount and
additional
allowances

Eligihility ,

criteria and
speeific conditions

Aa!o6m.E Year 2021,2022. Nepel
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1)
2)
3)
4',)

5)

6)

7)

8)
e)

4

{s

4

Application
procedure

Acad€dc Y68r 202!-2022 - Nspal

d I Opening of the call: 10 August 2020
+ | Rpplication deadllne: 30 November 2020
E+ | Beglnning of the scholarship:01 September 202{

The application package can be obtained by emailfrom the Embassy of
Switzerland in Kathmandu (see below).

Please submit 2 sets 1o1 original + '1 copy) of application documenls in

exact order given below: The 1!t set contains the original, signed
documents plus the confidential letlers of recommendation and, if
applicable the attested translations in English. The other set is the copy
of the 1tr set except for the confidential letters of recommendation (only

lrr set), No coples for 2M set-

Signed FCS appllcatlon form (typed and printed) with photo.

A full CV with list of academic publications, awards etc.

A motivation letter (max.2 Pages),
A complete research proposal(max. 5 pages, signed), using exclusively

the FCS research proposal form.

A copy of the letter from an academic host professor (including herlhis
short CV) at the chosen Swiss university confirming why she/he is willing

to supervise and support the postdoctoral research.

Two confidentlal letters of recommendation from two different professors

in the applicant's field (use exclusively the FCS reference form - originals

in sealed envelopes only for the 1"r set). No copies for 2nd set.

Photocopies of certificates and grade sheets frorn previously attended

universities/colleges and diplomas with grades, startlng with the most
recent. lf not in English, French, ltalian or German with attested certified

translations in English. Do not submit the originalcertificates.
Slgned medical certificate (use only the FCS health certificate form).
Two copies of the applicant's passport (main page with personal data).

Dual nationals add copies of both passports. Applicants already in
Swltzerland during the application procedure add a copy of the residence
permit for Switzerland.

Please do not put the documents into plastic folders or blnders.

Questions and application documents, should be submitted to the following

address - if not mentioned otherwise below':

Embassy of Switzerland
P.O. Box no 113

Kathmandu
Nepal

E-mall:
Teh
Web:
,

kat. Scholarships@eda.admin.ch
00977 1 5549225
https:/Iwww. eda, ad min.ch/kathm and u

Application
timeframe
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SwJts Corrlederatlon

Federal Department of Economic Affairs,
Educ€tion and Researctr EAER

F^ederal Commlsslon for Scholarships
tor Forclgn Studonts FCS

Swiss Government Excellence Scholarships

Research Fellowship
Academlc year:
Country:

Openlng of the call:
Submlssion deadllne:

2021-2022
Nepal

10 August2O2O
30 November 2020

'r I swiss Government Exceflence Research schorarships for foreign students

" 
I ffiil:ir".:liJi_?Tt 

via rhe Federar commission for schotarships for

"e i ro enabre serected appricants to undertake research in the reatm of their/ nno or medicar speciarisatio. 
"i 

;;;;iihe 1o swiss 
""ii"r"ir^iversities,I rhe rwo swiss federar institutes oit"iinorogv, tne pruJi. tJrting 

"no
J research institutes or the universlties iiappfied sciences.

ci

c)

University of B,s€r/ Uniygrsitv of Ber' / Univgrsitv.of Frib_ourq / universityof Geneva r 
/ Univeisitv of,

Universities of teacher education

The schorarship is varid onry for fur-time research rn switzerrand" rt is notvalid for rnixed research (part time in svJitz-errand and part time in anothercountry)' This schorarship is not compai*ri *i*, fierdtrips outsideSwitrerland. Therefore no possibility anO no funding for fieldwork.

5;[tU:::' 
this schorarship tvpe i* rrir"ore roi scrro-rars ioiiing 

"

c?

c3

+

Et

Scholars h

Offered by

0lry'e+tives

[Jtlriversities

Federal institutes
of technology

Teaching and
research institutes

Universities of
applied sciences

teacher ed ucation

Acsdoric, year 2021.?022 . Nepd

Universities of



rs PhD students with an ongoing or planned doctoral project that is carried out

within the framework of a formalised agreement between two universities

("cotutelle de th6se" cooperation between a Swiss and a foreign university)

and under the joint direction of two supervisors are eliglble lor a 12 month

research fellowship onlY.

Highly qualified postgraduate researchers from allacademic fields as well

as young medical doctors.

12 months maximum (starting in September); no prolongation possible. The

research fellowship cannot be upgraded into a prolongable PhD

scholarship.
Grant applications for stays lasting less than 9 months will not be treated as

a priority, Grant applications for stays lasting less than 6 months will be

reJected.

The scholarship amounts to a monthly payment of CHF 1,920.

For non-EU and non-EFTA grantees only: the FCS pays mandatory Swiss

health insurance.
There are no family allowances.
Scholarship holders from non.EU and non-EFTA countries receive a flight

allowance (lump sum) for a ticket back to their country of origin (provided at

the end of the scholarshiP).
Special CHF 300 housing allowance (pald once at the beginnlng of the

scholarship).
One-year haff-fare public transportation card.

Support services and various trips. dinners and sightseeing tours organised

for Swiss Government Excefience Scholarship holders.

Master's degree or equivalent university degree achieved before 31 July
2021 (degree certificate) recognised by the swiss university. As a proof, the

degree has to be submttted to the Federal Commission for Scholarships

before the starl of the scholarship,

Applicants must be born after 3{ December 1985.

Applicants who have been in Switzed,and since more than one year at the

beginnlng of the scholarship in September are not eligible. Reference

document if applicable: residence permit to be added to the application

documents.
Appiicants must provide a letter from an academic host professor (including

her/tris short CV) at the chosen Swlss unlversity confirming why she/he is

witrling to supervise and support the research. Without such specific support

letter, the application will be rejected-

Applicants must have a research proposallncluding a timeframe. This is the

centrepiece of the application" The applicant must devote all required

attentlon to it.
Applicants must be in command of the necessary language skills required

for the research/stud ies"

Applicants who have already benefited from a Swiss Government

Excellence Scholarship are not eligible to apply for a second scholarship,

Scholarship holders are expected to move to Switzerland during their grant

period,
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Duration

Amount and
additional
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Application
timeframe
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I 
tle rorowing aspects and serection criteria are primariry considered:

I The candidate: academic profire, ,"r."r.i1"pacity and motivation.
I 

The research project: originarity and methodorogicarsoundness.
I The academic context: quarity lno conte,,rof supervision and potentiar forI future academic cooperation.

Opening of the call:
Application deadline:
Beginning of the scholarship:

I The application package,can be obtained by emaitfrom the Embassy of
I Switzerland in Kathmandu (see below).
I

Please do not put the documents into prastic forders or brnders.

Questions and apprication documents, shourd be submitted to the forowingaddress - If not mentioned othenruise below.:

Embassy of Swltzerland
P.O. Box no .113

Kathmandu
Nepal

10 August 2020
30 November 2020
01 SeptemberZO2l

2)
3)
4)

fleaSe 
submit 2 sets 1=1 original + 1 copy) of application documents inexact order given below: The lstset contains the original, ;i;il 

.

documents prus the confidentiailetters oir..orr"ndation and, if appricabrethe attested transrations in Engrish. rne otrer set is the copy of the 18rsetexcepl for the confidentiar retters of recommendation (onu'r',,seii-rvo
copies for 2d sel.

ligned FCS application form (typed and printed) with photo.
A full CV with list of academic puUiications,'awards, etc.A motivation letter (max. 2 pages).
A complete research proposal 1max. 5 pages, signed), using exclusivelythe FCS research proposalform.
A copy of the refler from an acadernic host professor (incruding her/his shortcv) at the chosen swiss university conrirming why she/he is wiring tosupervise and supporl the research
For research fellowships in addition:
A short CV of the academic mentor at the home institution
Two confidential letters of recommendation from two different professors inthe appticant's fietd (use exclusivety the FCS reference form - originals insealed envelopes only for the 1st set). No copies for 2nd set.Photocopies of certificates and grade sheets from previously attendeduniversities/co lleges and diplomas with grades, starting with the mostrecent. lf not in English, French. ltalian or German with attested certifiedtranslations in Engtish. Do not submit the original certificates.Signed medical certificate (use only the FCS health certificate form).Two copies of the applicant's passport (main page with personaldata). Dualnationals add copies of both passports. Applicants already in Switzerlandduring the application procedure add a copy of the residence permit forSwitzerland

e

ct

Application
procedure

Contact institution
for the application

Acadodc yr6r 2O2t.2O22 . Nepd

E)
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c)

s)
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7)

8)

e)
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I E-mait:

I ret:

lweb;l.

kat. Scholarships@eda, admin, ch

00977 1 5549225
https ://www.eda.admin,ch/kathmand u

aredc.hc Year 2021 -2022 , NoPal
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