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2 years program Qualifications
" . / 1. be applying for a Master’s program with proposed course of study of no more than
Australia Eow =TT <
Awards Application open 1 two years . . . .
e February 2025 and D. have not completed a qualification that is deemed to be equivalent to the Australian y=aita
Scholarships not . . . : . . : . :
1. 2026 et closing 30 April Australia qualification they are applying for- Scholarships will not be available for course of ——
2025 study in Australia where the applicant already has achieved that qualification and the
(11:59PM AEST, qualification is deemed to be equivalent to the Australian qualification at the same | |
Study :
Australian Eastern level.
Standard Time) B a minimum four-year bachelor’s degree and minimum three years’ relevant full-time
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work experience earned after the bachelor’s degree or
4. a three year bachelor’s degree with at least a one year master’s degree with a
minimum of three years' relevant full-time work experience earned after the
bachelor’s degree or
S. a two-year bachelor's degree with at least two-years master’s degree with a
minimum of three years’ relevant full-time work experience earned after the
bachelor’s degree
6. Applicants must possess one of the following English language test scores valid on |
January 2026
. IELTS (Academic) 6.5 or higher (with all band scores 6.0 or higher), or
. TOEFL (Internet-based) 84 or higher (with all subtest scores 21 or higher), or
. PTE (Academic) 58 or higher (with all communicative skill scores 50 or higher).
For further details:
https://australiaawardsnepal.org
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Australian Embassy

Nepal

Mr Tapas Adhikari

Joint Secretary/Chief

South East Asia and the Pacific Division
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Singha Durbar, Kathm:andu

Australia Awards Scholarships Information Seminar for Government of Nepal Officials

Dear Mr Adhikari

I am pleased to advise, the new round of applications for 2026 intake for Australia Awards
Scholarshrps will open from 1 February until 30 April 2025. Australia is honoured in
continuing its support to the long-term capacity development in Nepal through this prestigious

scholarships program,

In line with Nepal’s development priorities, there are eight priority sectors identified in this
round: Climate Change; Disaster Risk Reduction; Economic Development; Education; Gender
Equality, Disability and Social Inclusion; Governance; Natural Resource Management and

Sustainable Infrastructure Development.

Consistent with our commitment to diversity and social inclusion, we encourage people with a
diverse background to apply, including women, people with disability, and from traditionally
marginalised groups. All candidates will undergo a merit-based selection process.

To provide the prospective applicants with relevant information, the Australia Awards team is
organising online information sessions. A designated online session will be held exclusively
for civil service officials on Friday 31 January 2025. Interested public service officials can
register for this session through the Australia Awards website: https:/australiaawardsnepal.org.

I would be most grateﬁxl for your asmstance in requestmg the Ministry of Federal Affairs and
anning and Development Division to disseminate

I8 mformauon through its websnc as was done in the past.

Please do not hcs:tate to contact me or my colleague, Ms Sunita Gurung, at 437 1678
sunita.gurung(@dfat.gov.au should you have any questions or need further information.

Kind regards "/

( . I _ /
Luna Puri d@aﬁa'n‘ / }A-OY b\ - JW
Head of Development ./ / /’(Wﬁ(/
\-‘ J-;f-lfl: T A \U

24 January 2025

Australian Embassy, PO Box 879, Bansbari, Kathmandu, NEPAL
Teleohone: 49771 437 1478 Facsimile: +977 1 437 1533



Australian Embassy

Nepal

Copy to:
1. Ms Meera Acharya, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Federal Affairs and General

Administration, Human Resource Planning and Development Division

2. Mr Devi Prasad Upadhyay, Under Secretary, Ministry of Education, Higher
Education Division, Scholarships Section

3. Mr Tri Bikram Timilsina, Section Officer, Ministry of Finance, International
Economic Coordination Cooperation Division

4. Mr Namaraj Wagle, Section Officer, Ministry of Federal Affairs and General
Administration, Human Resource Planning and Development Section
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Australia Awards

Australia Awards Scholarships: Key Information (Nepal)

Australia Awards Scholarships

Australia Awards are prestigious international
Scholarships and Short Courses funded by the
Australian  Government. An Australia Awards
Scholarship provides the opportunity to gain an
internationally recognised master’s degree from a
world-class Australian institution. It includes all the
basic support and funding to complete your study.

All recipients of the Australia Awards become part of
the Australia Global Alumni network, connecting them
to Australia and each other, building an engaged and
i 1ential global network of leaders, and establishing
a network of ambassadors for Australia and its first-
class education system.

Eligibility Criteria

At the minimum, an applicant must have a four-year
bachelor’'s degree or a master’s degree®; three years'
relevant full-time work experience earned after the
bachelor’'s degree; and an overall IELTS score of 6.5
with no less than 6.0 in each band** (or equivalent
TOEFL or PTE scores). Test scores must be valid on
1 January of the following year (validity may extend
per university requirements). There are several other
eligibility criteria; applicant must meet all of them.
Please contact the Australia Awards office for details.

Study Program

Australia Awards are available for master's degree
grams — either ‘by coursework’ or ‘by research’.

Swdy programs must come under the specified

development priority sector. Priority sectors are

reviewed every year. Please contact the Australia

Awards office for details.

Scholarship Entitlements

Australia Awards Scholarships offer comprehensive
funding. Scholarship recipients receive return air
travel, a one-off establishment allowance on arrival,
full tuition fees, stipend, health insurance and other
support as deemed necessary. In addition, scholars
with disability may be provided with adjustment
support. A scholar’s spouse and children under 18 can
accompany them in Australia as dependents.

Application Process

Applications generally open from 1 February to 30
April for studies commencing in the following calendar
year, i.e. applications opening on 1 February 2025 are

for study programs starting in January 2026.
Applications must be lodged online along with the
required documents. Detailed information can be
obtained from the Australia Awards office.

Selection Process

Independent consultants assess and rank all eligible
applicants based on their academic competence,
leadership attributes and potential outcomes. Only
shortlisted applicants are invited for selection
interviews. The Australia Awards Nepal office
facilitates university placement and mobilisation of
selected applicants.

The Australia Awards selection process is rigorous
and highly competitive. Prospective applicants are
recommended to prepare well and in advance.

Social Inclusion and Disability Support

The Australian Government values contributions from
all people. It seeks equity and broad participation by
all groups in society, including women, people from
traditionally marginalised groups and people with
disability. The selection process for Australia Awards
considers barriers to participation faced by applicants
from under-represented groups to improve their
competitiveness. Applicants who have not had
opportunities in the past to study outside Nepal have
a preference over those who have already had that
opportunity.

Reasonable disability support (academic and non-
academic) is provided to recipients with disability
based on a ‘needs’ assessment. The objective is to
allow their participation with other Australia Awards
recipients on an equal basis.

The application process is transparent and
competitive, providing equal opportunity to all eligible
applicants, regardless of gender, ethnicity, or disability.

We welcome prospective applicants to learn more
from our website or by contacting the Australia Awards
— Nepal office.

Australia Awards — Nepal

Meghalaya Complex, Level 2

Kamaladi, Kathmandu

Phone: 01 4002614

Email: inquiries@australiaawardsnepal.org
Website: http://australiaawardsnepal.org

« Three-year bachelor’s degree holders must have at least a one-year master's degree; two-year bachelor’'s degree holders must have at least a two-
year master’'s degree

++ Women, people with disability, members of traditionally marginalised groups and public servants will be considered for eligibility with an I[ELTS score
of 6.0 or hlgher (with all band scores of 5.5 or higher). However, if offered an Australia Awards Scholarship, these applicants must meet the English
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